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 How To Become A Disciple Of Jesus Christ?
Study 1: Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. 

Jesus’ Nine Blessings (Matthew 5:1 – 12)

1. If the order of his sermon is a guage of Jesus’ priorities then the attitudes and mindset of Christ’s disciples is of primary importance. Read Matthew 5:3 – 12. This passage contains nine of Jesus’ blessings that are traditionally called ‘The Beatitudes’.  What more modern words could we use to replace ‘Beatitudes’?
2. In each of his nine statements, Jesus follows the phrase ‘Blessed are the…’ with a godly characteristic that will receive an eternal blessing.  Describe these characteristic  using your own words. (If you’re in a group perhaps divide these among group members).
· Poor in spirit:


· Mournful: 


· Meek:


· Hungering and thirsting for righteousness:


· Merciful:


· Pure in heart:


· Peacemaking:


· Suffering for what is right:


· Rejoicing with Christ when being persecuted:

3. For each of these nine characteristics, Jesus promised that there will be an eternal blessing. What is the logical-link between each characteristic and its blessing? (If you’re in a group perhaps divide these among group members).
· Being poor in spirit = Receiving the kingdom of heaven.


· Being mournful = Being comforted.


· Being meek = Inheriting the earth.


· Hungering and thirsting for righteousness = Being filled.


· Being merciful = Receiving mercy.


· Having a pure in heart = Seeing God.


· Being a Peacemaker = Being called ‘Children of God.’


· Being persecuted for righteousness sake = Receiving the kingdom of heaven.


· Being persecuted for the sake of Christ = Receiving the same reward as the ancient prophets. 

4. There is clearly a Now-But-Then formula to each of Jesus’ nine promises. What point do you think Jesus is making about the earthly/current mindset of his disciples versus the eternal blessings of his coming heavenly kingdom?  
5. Reflect upon/discuss how Jesus demonstrated these attitudes during his earthly life. As Christ’s disciples, how can we develop these Christ-like characteristics and attitudes?
